
FOURTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

June 20, 2021 
 

FOR THE GATHERED 
 

In today’s scripture – 
storms rage! 
winds blow! 
people fear! 
 

Then – the tempest is quieted, 
the winds are stilled, 

the waves are calm. 
 

We prefer it that way! 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
(Pastor) Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, and of one another. Gracious God – 
 

Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry, and humbly repent.  
 

In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done, and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness  
of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

(Pastor) God, who is rich in mercy, loved us, even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 
 
 

 



GATHERING SONG – Hear Us Now, Our God and 
Father – ELW 585 

 
 Hear us now, our God and Father, 

 send your Spirit from above 
 on this Christian man and woman 

 who here make their vows of love! 

 Bind their hearts in true devotion 
 endless as the seashore's sands, 

 boundless as the deepest ocean, 
 blest and sealed by your own hands. 

 
 Give them joy to lighten sorrow, 

 give them hope to brighten life. 
 Go with them to face the morrow, 

 stay with them in ev'ry strife. 
 As your word has promised, ever 

 fill them with your strength and grace, 
 so that each may serve the other 

 till they see you face to face. 
 

 May the grace of Christ, our Savior, 

 and the Father's boundless love, 
 with the Holy Spirit's favor 

 rest upon them from above. 
 Thus may they abide in union 

 with each other and the Lord, 
 and possess in sweet communion 

 joys which earth cannot afford. 
 

Text: Harry N. Huxhold, 1922-2006; sts. 1-2; John Newton, 1725-1807, st. 3, alt. 

Text sts. 1-2 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

KYRIE 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 



 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and storm. 
By your strength - pilot us, by your power - preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, 

and by your hand - protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Job 38:1-11 and 40:2 
 

At the end of the book of Job, God finally speaks of his absolute power and majesty. 

These famous verses begin a vision of creation, describing God’s ordering of the cosmos, 
and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty. 
 

God answered Job in a whirlwind, “Who darkens counsel by words that show ignorance? 
Get ready, and be strong, for I will question you, and you shall declare back to me. 
 

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Answer me, if you understand. 

Who determined the boundaries and borders of the earth? Tell me, for surely you know! 
Who set its dimensions so well? On what great foundation was its base set in the deep? 

Who laid its cornerstone, when the stars and angels sang together for joy? 
 

“Who set the boundaries on the seas when they went forth from the womb of the earth? 
Who made the clouds become its garment in thick darkness, and set its shores on earth? 

Tell me, who said to the great oceans – ‘Here you shall cease, and go no further!’ 
 

“Do you think you know more than God Almighty? Give me your answer.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 107:1-3 and 23-32 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good, 

for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

  Let the redeemed of the |  Lord say so, 
   God saved them from the hand | of the foe, 

gathering them in | from the lands; 
 

east and west, from north and | from the south. 
  Some went down to the | sea in ships, 

   plying their trade | in deep waters. R 



 

They beheld the works | of the Lord, 
God’s wonderful works | in the deep. 

  Then God spoke, and a stormy | wind arose, 
   which tossed high the waves | of the sea. 
 

They went high above and descended | to the depths;  
their souls melted away | in their peril.  

  They staggered and | reeled like drunkards, 
   and all their skill was of | no avail. 
 

Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD, 
and you delivered them from | their distress. 

  You stilled the storm | to a whisper 
   and silenced the waves | of the sea. R 
 

Then were they glad when | it grew calm, 

when you guided them to the harbor | they desired. 
  Let them thank you for your | stead-fast love 

   and your wonderful works | for all people. 
 

Let them exalt you in the assembly | of the people; 

in the council of the elders, let them sing | hallelujah! R 

 

EPISTLE READING: 2 Corinthians 6:1-11 
 

Paul and his workers experience great hardships in their missionary work. 
Yet, Paul declares that God is still gracious to us in all our circumstances, 

and his labor of love will always continue, no matter the pain we endure. 
 

As we labor together with God, we beg you not to accept his great graciousness in vain. 

For the Lord says, “At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the day of salvation 
I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time. See, now is the day of salvation.  
 

We are putting no obstacle in your way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry. 
But as servants of God, we have commended ourselves in every way to you: through 

great endurance, afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; all of this in purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, 

holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God. 
 

We have weapons of righteousness for the right hand, and left; in honor and dishonor, 

in ill repute, and good repute. We are treated as impostors - and yet we are very true, 
as unknown - and yet are well known; as those who die, and yet see - we are still alive; 

as punished - yet not dead; as sorrowful - yet rejoicing; as poor - yet making many rich; 

as having nothing - and yet possessing everything. 
 

We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians. Our heart is wide open to you.  
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 4:35-41 
 

Jesus calms a horrific storm at sea, and reveals his power over chaos.  
This power to subside impacts the Church, and the believer. 
 

As evening fell, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” 

Jesus went along, very exhausted from a full day of ministry to multitudes in the city. 
They cast off from the shore, leaving the crowds behind them. 

 
A violent storm suddenly arose. High waves were breaking over the sides of the boat. 

Soon it filled with water, and was starting to sink. But Jesus was asleep at the stern, 
with his head resting on a seat for the steersman.  

 
Frantically, the disciples awakened Jesus, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you even care  

that we are all about to drown?” 
 

Then Jesus rebuked the winds, and he said to the sea, “Stop your roaring. Be quiet!” 

And the wind fell, and the waves ceased, and there was a great calm! 
 

And he asked them, “Why are you so terrified? Don’t you yet have confidence in me?” 
And the disciples were filled with awe, and they said among themselves, “Who is this, 

that even the winds and seas obey him?” 

 

MESSAGE     -         ALAS – THE CALM 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY – My Life Flows On in Endless 
Song – ELW 763  
 

 My life flows on in endless song; 

 above earth's lamentation, 
 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 

 that hails a new creation. 
 

Refrain 
 No storm can shake my inmost calm 

 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

 how can I keep from singing? 
 

 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
 I hear that music ringing. 

 It finds an echo in my soul. 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 



 
 What though my joys and comforts die? 

 The Lord my Savior liveth. 
 What though the darkness gather round? 

 Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 
 

 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
 a fountain ever springing! 

 All things are mine since I am his! 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
 
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 

Lord, let our church be a witness to you: immersed in scripture, constant in prayer, 

joyful in worship, and generous in giving. May we reach out to our own congregation, 
and to those in need in Merced. Accept these gifts we offer, in Jesus' name.  

Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Lord, Thank you for the birth of creation. Thank you for your promises to your people. 

Thank you for the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Thank you for the fulfillment in Christ. 
Thank you for the Word made flesh, who gave of himself for us all. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 
 



WE EAT AND DRINK 
  
By this eating and drinking, we have remembered our Lord’s Passover from death to life. 

Let us now proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

   

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 Thank you Lord for feeding us for the journey ahead. Guide us as we step into the 

future with you by our side.  

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG – Faith of Our Fathers – ELW 812 
 

 Faith of our fathers, living still 

 in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 
 Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 

 whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
 

Refrain 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 

 we will be true to thee till death. 
 

 The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, 
 were still in heart and conscience free; 

 and blest would be their children's fate 

 if they, like them, should die for thee.  Refrain 



 
 Faith of our fathers! We will love 

 both friend and foe in all our strife; 
 proclaim thee too, as love knows how, 

 by saving word and faithful life.   Refrain 
 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the Pentecost news.  

Thanks be to God. 
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