
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 16, 2021 
 
 

FOR THE GATHERED 
The Church is a sacred garden, tended by the Lord. 

He plants us in good soil with nourishing waters. 
He raises us up, and prunes back, to help us grow. 

He fills our world with color, scent, and beauty. 
We are a trophy of his creative work. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
(Pastor) Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, and of one another. Gracious God – 

(ALL) Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry, 
and humbly repent.  
 
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done, and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

(Pastor) God, who is rich in mercy, loved us, even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 

Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG – I Come with Joy – ELW 482 
 
 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 



 
 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 
in Christ's communion bread. 

 
 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 

 
 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 
 

 Together met, together bound 
by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 

 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Gracious God, you have chosen us as your own by the powerful name of Christ our Lord. 
By your Spirit, transform us, so that all humanity may know the power of community. 

Bring us close in unity in you. Through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, and 21-26 
After the death of Judas, the circle of apostles must be complete. 
Peter and the other 10 agree to cast lots to determine God’s will. 

In those days, Peter stood up among the believers and said, “My friends, the scripture 

had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit, through King David, foretold concerning Judas. 
He was numbered among the twelve of us, and was allotted his share in this ministry. 

But he became a guide for those who arrested Jesus. 
 

“One of the men standing here must become a witness with us to Christ’s resurrection. 
This one must have been with us when the Lord Jesus went in and went out among us. 

He must have been with us from John’s baptism, until Jesus was taken up from us.”  
 

So the apostles proposed two followers who had been with them: Joseph and Mattathias. 
They prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these disciples 

you have chosen in place of Judas, who turned aside from us to go unto his own place.” 
And they cast lots, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

Psalm 1 
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 

  Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
   and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R 

 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 

that | do not wither; everything they | do shall prosper. 
  It is not so | with the wicked; 

   they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 

For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
   but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R 

 

 
 



EPISTLE READING: 1 John 5:9-13 

God proclaims of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son 

has the promise of eternal life. 
 

We hear the witness of others speaking about God, but God’s own witness is superior. 
God speaks about his son. Those believing in the Son have that witness in their hearts. 

Those who do not believe in God’s revelation are ultimately saying that God is a liar. 

They do not believe in the witness of God concerning his Son.  
 

This is the witness we hear from God - God gave us eternal life. This life is in his Son. 

Whoever has the Son has life. But whoever does not have the Son, does not have life. 
These things have been written to all of you who believe in the name of the Son of God. 

This is so you may know that you have eternal life. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

GOSPEL: John 17:11, 14-18 
 

“I am no longer in the world, but these disciples are still here. 
I am coming to you, Holy Father. Protect them in your name, 

the one you have given me. May they be one, as we are one.  
 

I gave them your word, and so the world has hated them. 
They do not belong to that world, as I do not belong to it. 

I am not asking you to take them out of the world.  
I’m asking you to protect them from the evil one.  

 
They do not belong to the world, as I do not belong to it. 

Sanctify them in the truth. Your Word is the truth.  

And now, I send them into the world.”  

 

MESSAGE   -   “WHY DO WE HAVE THE CHURCH” 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – Now All the Vault of Heaven 
Resounds – ELW 367 
 
 

 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 



 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life 

 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 

 that we conquer through your triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 

 that by our lives we truly say: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 Adoring praises now we bring 

 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

 all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
We are the Receivers. We receive love. We receive grace. We receive Jesus. 

We are the Givers. We give according to God’s call, following Jesus and our hearts. 
 

Lord, we now give you these offerings for the work of your kingdom. 

Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
We give thanks to God for pulling this congregation together in sacraments and Word. 
We give thanks to God for leading us into a future that he blesses and makes our own. 

We thank God that He is always with us - as he was that last night in the Upper Room. 
 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

WE EAT AND DRINK 
  
With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

(ALL)  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. 

- Thank you for inviting us to this table, Holy Spirit. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Our life-giving God, you send water to give new life, and bread to nourish your people. 

Send us as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, so we show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG – We Are All One in Christ – ELW 
643 
 

 We are all one in Christ, we are one body, 

 all one people out of many. 
 We are all one in Christ, we are one body, 

 all one people out of many. 
 There is one God, and only one Lord; 

 there is one faith, one holy love. 
 There is one baptism; there is one Spirit, 

 who is God the comforter. 
 
Text: Anonymous; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 

English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God. 
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