
18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 26, 2021 
 

FOR THE GATHERED 
St. James has a heartening end to his epistle. 
We read it this morning during worship. 

It’s the only such ending in the New Testament. 
No other book concludes exactly like that. 

There is a reason he ended the scroll this way, 
but you have to wait until the last seven words – 

to find out why. 
 

Assembly may stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
(Pastor) Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, and of one another. Gracious God – 
 

All - have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry, and humbly repent.  

 
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done, and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness  
of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
(Pastor) God, who is rich in mercy, loved us, even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 

GATHERING SONG – FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 

– ELW 879 
 

 For the beauty of the earth, 

 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 

 over and around us lies: 



Refrain 
 Christ, our God, to thee we raise 

 this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

 For the wonder of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 

 hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
 sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 

 
 For the joy of ear and eye, 

 for the heart and mind's delight, 
 for the mystic harmony 

 linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain 
 

 For the joy of human love, 

 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth and friends above; 

 for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain 
 

 For each perfect gift of thine, 
 peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 

 for thyself, best gift divine, 
 to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain 
 
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. 

 
KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
 

Refrain:  Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison, eleison, eleison. 
 

     For peace in the Church, the healing of the nations, and renewal of creation, let us 

pray. Refrain 
 

     For those who thirst or hunger, those who have no shelter, and all who are 

imprisoned, let us pray. Refrain 
 

…..For all who gather here to sing their thanks and praise, and plead for help and mercy, 

let us pray. Refrain 
 

     Help, save, comfort and defend us, O God. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

We are people from many lands, yet are one universal church. Draw your sacred family 
closer together. Help us see through each other’s eyes, and share the joyful expectation 

that comes from insight and trust. Through Christ our Lord we pray.  
Amen. 



FIRST READING: Numbers 11:14-16 and 24-25 
 

The vast multitude of Israelites who escaped from brutal slavery in Egypt 

begin to complain to Moses, adding daily to his heavy burden of leadership. 
Then God reveals a sublime and simple strategy for serving the people well. 
God wants his people to live in harmony, working for the good of others. 
 

Moses said, “I am not able to carry this people alone. They are much too heavy for me. 
If this is your plan for me, then kill me – if I have found favor in your sight – and end 

my misery.” 
 

But the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of Israel whom you know to be 

elders of the people, and officers over them. Bring them to the tabernacle. Have them 
take their place there with you.” 
 

So Moses went and told the people the words of the Lord. He gathered seventy elders, 

placing them around the tent. Then the Lord came down in a cloud and spoke to Moses. 
The Lord took some of the spirit that was on Moses, and put it on the seventy elders. 

When the spirit rested upon the elders, they prophesied.  
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 19:7-14 
 

The perfect teaching of the Lord re- | vives the soul. 
his testimony is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 

  The statutes of the Lord are just and re- | joice the heart; 
   the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 

 
The fear of the Lord is pure, en- | during forever; 

his judgments are true and righteous | altogether. 
  More to be desired than gold, |  much fine gold, 

   sweeter than honey, honey | in the comb. R 

 
By them is your ser- | vant enlightened, 

in keeping them there is | great reward. 
  Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 

   Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
 

Above all, keep me from presumptuous sins;  
let them not get dominion | over me. 

I will be complete, innocent of |  great offense. 
  May the words of my mouth, 

and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight, 
   O Lord, my strength and | my redeemer. R 

 

 



EPISTLE READING: James 5:13-16 and 19-20 
 

James portrays a community gathering around one another in time of need,  

praising God in times of thankfulness, and pulling closer to those who 
wander away. 
 
Are any among you suffering? Let them pray. Are any merry? Let them sing praises. 

Are any sick among you? Let them call for elders of the assembly to pray over them, 
having anointed them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith shall save the 

sick ones. The Lord shall raise them up. If they have sinned, they shall be forgiven. 
 

You in the assembly, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed. The effectual, fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much.  
 

My brothers and sisters, if any among you err from the truth, and anyone turn him back, 

let him know that whoever who turns back a sinner from the error of his way shall save 
a soul from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
Assembly may stand 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-40 
 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,  
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”  

 
But Jesus said, “Do not stop him. No one who does a deed of power in my name will be 

able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us, is for us.  
 
 

Sit 
 
MESSAGE   -   WAIT UNTIL THE VERY END 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY – I’M SO GLAD JESUS LIFTED ME 

– WOV 673  
 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 

 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 



 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 

 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 

 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 
Assembly may stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  
and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

We give to others what you have given to us. May our offerings bless this sanctuary,  
and serve the needs of those in our community.  

Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

We thank you for the sacred community of the Risen Lord. We thank you for drawing us 
into such a beautiful family. We thank you that we come before you to eat and drink. 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

WE EAT AND DRINK 
  
By this eating and drinking, we have remembered our Lord’s Passover from death to life. 

Let us now proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

   

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Lead us now, O great Savior. Show us your paths of love to others in our community. 

Hold us to walk close to you. Hold us close to one another. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

 



SENDING SONG - WE ARE MARCHING IN THE LIGHT 
– ELW 866 

 
 We are marching in the light of God, 

 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching in the light of God, 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 
 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 we are marching in the light of God. 
 

Additional stanzas ad lib: 
 We are dancing . . . 

 We are praying . . . 
 We are singing . . . 

 
Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God. 
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