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 THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 

Shepherd of the Valley Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1455 East Yosemite Avenue, Merced CA 95340 209-383-0632 

Our Mission Statement: To be loving Christians, centered in God's Word and serving one's neighbor. 

Our Vision Statement: Accepting people where they are and loving them as God does. 
 

STAFF 
Supply Pastor: 
Pastor Jack Damien 
pulpitsupplyjack@gmail.com 
 

Supply Pastor: 
Pastor John Russell-Curry 
jrussellcurry@comcast.net 
 

Worship Music Director: 
Marit Medefind 
209-658-0633 
mmedefind@gmail.com 

 

Administrative Assistant: 
Carolyn Daberkow 
shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com 
 

web page: www.thesovlutheran.net 

Also on Facebook 
 

Council President:  
Pat Shaw  
Home: 209-723-2338 
Cell: 209-421-9258  
shawpt@aol.com 

 
 

Sunday worship is live on Zoom at 
10:00 AM and in-person in 
sanctuary. (See updates on calendar 
& SOV Weekly News emails.) 

 
Please have your articles for the newsletter sent 
each month by the 15th.to: 
shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com 
Thank you. 

 

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE newsletter is 
available as a paper copy for pickup, mailed, or 
sent as an email attachment, or viewed on the 
website. 

 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JACK DAMIEN 
 

Have you had a backyard barbeque yet? Walked around a park for 
fun? Dressed casually in shorts and tee-shirts? Dined at actual tables 
inside actual restaurants? 
 

I ask this because others are asking if you saw the videos of violent 
plane passengers punching out flight attendants, or the desecration 
of houses of worship, or the increased turmoil in many countries 
around the world. 
 

We are going through remarkable times - something the current 
teens can tell their future grandkids about. But life still goes on. Much 
of the joy and quality of our lives depend on what we breathe deeply. 
 

You choose what you will stack on your plate, and then consume it, 
but at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran, we can talk about continuing 
our outreach ministries and growing closer as God’s family. We can 
thank the faithful folk who attend in-person in the sanctuary, and 
those worshipping on Zoom.   
   

We can be thankful that our attendance on “Facebook” worship on 
the internet has increased this Summer from 43 “views” on Pentecost 
Sunday to 72 views on June 13, sometimes with much 
appreciated comments and sending a "share" to a friend. 
. 

We are enjoying lively discussions at the six “Joseph” classes after 
worship, and applying the lessons to our daily lives. We can stroll our 
beautiful church property, and admire the hard, loving work of so 
many dedicated hands to make our environment beautiful and 
aromatic - a tribute to the Lord's creation. 
 

We all know the realities of our times, and acknowledge that. But we 
don’t have to succumb to being obsessed with all that is wrong today. 
For me, I’m going to wear one of my short-sleeve California-floral 
shirts and some breezy slacks, and then find a good buffet 
restaurant. 
 
 

 Supply Pastor Jack 
  

mailto:pulpitsupplyjack@gmail.com
mailto:shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com
http://www.thesovlutheran.net/
http://15th.to/
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  Don’t ‘Pine’ for the Pines 
 

(Marc Medefind, who just stepped down as SOV Property Chair and termed out as Council Member, both positions held 
over these past 4 years, asked on June 21, 2021, that this article be published in the Shepherd's Voice to clarify the history and 
reasoning behind the decision to cut down the pine trees.) 

 

As a Master Gardener and a lover of trees, I was saddened when I learned from our insurance carrier a while 
back that the 12 pine trees that front the south and west portions of our church building were considered a hazard and 
should be cut down. Over the years, I have been rightfully accused of being a tree-hugger, or even a Lorax, so I was 
loath to see these trees come down. 

While beautiful, these pine trees were planted too close to the building and threatened the integrity of the 
church structure. One windstorm would have eventually sent a tree through the roof of our beloved sanctuary causing 
a multiplicity of woes. I know about this first-hand because it happened at a Sierra cabin I owned with my extended 
family.  

In addition, pines are very messy trees, dropping huge amounts of pine needles and cones. The first time I 
raked under these 12 trees, I had enough needles to fill our dumpster four times over. In addition, every year, the 
needles have played havoc with our rain gutters and downspouts.  

The church council had two choices: Either continue to spend up to $2500 a year to prune these 12 trees (and 
continue to clean the roof and rake the needles) or cut them down at the incredibly reasonable cost of $700 per tree. 
At the June meeting, the newly-elected church council unanimously chose the latter. 

During the four years I served as Property Manager for the church, I discussed the “pine tree concern” at many 
council meetings and regularly apprised the church family in monthly property reports that were printed in the church 
newsletter. These problems were consistently mentioned at congregational meetings as well. Put simply, no one 
should have been surprised when our council took action.  

As a Master Gardener, I know there are two main considerations when planting evergreens: 1) They should 
never be planted on a south-facing side of a building, and; 2) They should never be planted too close to a structure. 
Inevitably, five-foot evergreens planted in the mid-1990s will become 50-footers! Sadly, both of these considerations 
were not heeded.  

Looking forward, this is a great opportunity for the church to plant a variety of new trees that will be both 
waterwise and beautiful and will not become financial boondoggles or threaten the church building as the pine trees 
did. Perhaps, say, crape myrtle, pistachio, red bud, valley oak or chaste trees, all appropriate for our Valley climate 
and that pose no danger to our building. 

Finally, there is a bigger issue at stake involving the openness and ability of the church to gracefully 
accommodate change. We just can’t be the church that saw change coming and fought it every step of the way. 
Why? Well, because when we stop growing as a church, we become a dying church. Only when we grow and 
accommodate change do we become a healthy, moving, living church. To do otherwise is to deny God’s living spirit, 
moving in and through all who call themselves Christians. 

Finally, if there are questions or concerns about council decisions, the appropriate venue for addressing these 
is during the public comment portion of church council meetings, never during worship services. Moreover, our 
elected servants deserve the right to receive the “benefit of the doubt” regarding difficult decisions. This is simply 
showing respect and Christian charity for our council as well as the church as a whole.
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Prayers for healing: 
 
Erin Ward; Pastor John Russell-Curry 
and his family; Warren Westerberg; 
LaVonne Wenrich; Jan & Joe Collins; 
Dottie Andersen; Sylvia Poupard; 
Jeane & David Hetland; Jan 
Carpenter; Karen Darby; Penny 
Waha; Thomas Tatum; Lynne 
Tatum’s daughter Kimber; Annie 
Sofranek; Susanne Smith; David 
Cherf; and people who are ill around 
the world. 
We lift prayers for our Benevolence 

of the Month, Cove – Center of 
Vision Enhancement and for our 
Sierra Pacific Synod Bishop Dr. Rev. 
Megan Rohrer. 
 
The names on the Prayer List may be 

removed at the end of each month 
unless the office is notified that you 
would like them left on for another 
month. Please leave a message at the 
office, 209-383-0632. Thank you. 
 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

  We are continuing to worship in person. The 

service will also be available on Zoom. 

  Please note, we will be following safety   
guidelines. If you have been fully vaccinated, 
you do not need to wear a mask. However if 
you prefer to wear a mask, please feel free to 
do so.  Following CDC guidelines, we are 
asking unvaccinated people to wear a mask.   
 
 
 
 

ELCA Statements and information are 
available on the web sites: Sierra Pacific 
Synod, spselca.org, and Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, elca.org. 

 
CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 
The SOV Call Committee has submitted the call 
application to the Sierra Pacific Synod Call Process 
Assistant, Rev. Bill Wong. Rev. Wong is screening 
potential applicants and will send these potential 
matches to our SOV committee. The Call committee 
feels ready and confident in our interview questions. 
 
Rev Bill has said we may experience delays: 
The Sierra Pacific Synod will be experiencing synod staff 
transitioning July 1, as Bishop Elect Megan Rohrer is 
installed. Our outgoing Bishop Holmerud graciously 
delayed his retirement one extra year during the 2020 
pandemic. As is protocol, the new Bishop will decide 
synod staffing. Rev. Bill Wong may or may not be on the 
new Bishop’s staff. Rev. Bill will know soon and will give 
us a 30-day notice either way of his service. 
 
He shared with the SOV call committee that he 
continues his search for pastoral candidates. He 
encourages us to continue to pray for him for 
discernment and to open his eyes for possible 
candidates. He is very available to us and we are very 
grateful for his guidance. 

 
Prayerfully walking in Faith, 
Desi, Barb, Candice, David, Bryan and Tim 

 SPIRITUAL RENEWAL READING GROUP 
 
 The Spiritual Renewal Reading group will 
take a break this summer. However, a 
session will be held to share possible authors 
and titles to be discussed and chosen to 
begin in September, on Tuesday, August 17, 
2021 at 6:00 P.M. via Zoom. 
  Everyone is welcome to join the group.  
  Please obtain the Zoom link by contacting Chris 
Boyenga: chrisboyen@aol.com 

 

 

http://spelca.org/
mailto:chrisboyen@aol.com
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JULY 2021 BIRTHDAYS 
Jan Collins 07/01 
LaVonne Wenrich 07/02 
Beth Loredo 07/09 
Carol Linneman 07/10 
David Hetland 07/11 
Barbara Ward 07/12 
Anna Marie Sofranek 07/13 
Clark LiWang 07/15 
Erica Kateley 07/16 
Betty Hale 07/18 
Mary Jo Knudsen 07/18 
Karen Faust 07/19 
Judy Westerberg 07/19 
Myrla Seibold 07/24 
Robert Kateley 07/27 
Devin Cherf 07/31 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Jim Goldsmith  08/02 
“Chuck” Charles Winter  08/13 
Andrea Sofranek 08/19 
Craig Faust 08/29 

 
BIBLE TEXT READINGS 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 4 
Ezekiel 2:1-5 
Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-3 Green 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost July 11 
Amos 7:7-15 
Psalm 85:8-13 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 Green 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost July 18 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 23 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 Green 
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost July 25 
2 Kings 4:42-44 
Psalm 145: 10-18 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 Green 
 
 
 
 

Recycling Ministry Continued…. 
 

The church would like to continue our recycling ministry to support 
New Beginnings. This is Patti Mitchell’s response regarding 
continuing to help us with the recycling: 

Animals are my passion, yes I am a crazy vegan, both domestic and 
wild in nature as intended and this is why we whole heartedly 
support New Beginnings for Merced County Animals personally 
through recycling, fostering and occasionally driving them to new 
homes. New Beginnings is an amazing organization, 
(https://www.newbeginningsforanimalsmerced.org/volunteer) which 
I believe was in the top two of success rates for likeminded non-
profit organizations in the country and has the unique distinction of 
doing it all with unpaid volunteers. For people with large amounts 
of recycling--say 5 or 6 good sized bags, we could also arrange a 
pick-up by texting me 831-818-4670 with address and pick-up 
information. 

Please leave your recycling on Tuesday or Wednesday between 
8:00 and 11:00 outside the shed in the church parking lot. If 
possible, please let Carolyn Daberkow, church administrative 
assistant, know that you have delivered some recycling, and it will 
be placed inside the shed for periodical pick up by Patti. A special 
thanks to Patti and Mike for continuing this worthwhile and 
environmentally responsible ministry. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

2021 SOV Graduates 

  Katherine “Katie” Faust recently 

graduated from CA State University, 

East Bay. She earned her BA in 

Human Development-Early 

Childhood Education. She has moved 

and will continue her career in Texas. 

  Lilliana Gallaway recently graduated 

from Merced High School. She is 

planning to continue her education at 

Merced College during the next two 

years. 

https://www.newbeginningsforanimalsmerced.org/volunteer%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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BENEVOLENCE OF THE 

MONTH JULY 

The Cove – Center of Vision Enhancement 

1901 G Street, Merced CA 95341 

Hours: Monday-Thursday 10 AM – 2 PM  209-722-8118 

cove.merced@gmail.com   www.covemerced.org 
 

Mission: To support people with any level of visual impairment to enhance their quality 

of life by developing independence through multi-dimensional services and resources. 

 

Resource Center for Blindness & Low Vision 

“We may lack sight, but we have vision.” 

  COVE has been open during the pandemic, although service delivery has been modified, and will 
continue to do so. To ensure the health and safety of clients and staff, please follow these guidelines 
when coming to COVE. 
  Before coming to COVE, make an appointment at 209-722-8118 or cove.merced@gmail.com 
 
  COVE is now using 2 platforms to connect from your home to COVE, Zoom and 

UberConference.  

  With both Zoom and UberConference, you can connect via computer, tablet, smartphone, or 

home phone. For sessions using UberConference, the program can call you. Contact COVE to 

be added to the call list for those sessions at 209-722-8118 or cove.merced@gmail.com.  

 
 1.  Chair Yoga: Tuesdays at 10:30 AM via Zoom 
Chair Yoga class presented with the visually impaired in mind and with voiced descriptions of the 
poses.  
 2.  Adjusting to Sight Loss Group: 
     Thursdays 
      • 10:00 – 11:00am with Zoom 
This weekly meeting is open to all who are dealing with sight loss, including family members, 
friends, and caregivers. A different topic is presented each week.  
      • 1:00pm – 2:00pm with UberConference  
  3. COVE Book Club: Third Friday of the month at 2:00 PM via UberConference. 
      The COVE Book Club meets to review a book of the month. Contact COVE, if you need them 
to download the BARD book for you.  

  4. Diabetes Support Group 
Last Thursday of the month via UberConference at 1:00pm. 
Learn about food intake that can assist in controlling Diabetes. 

 

You may donate on their web site, or donate to Shepherd of Valley Lutheran Church 
with the notation for “COVE”. The funds will be forwarded. 

 

 
 
.

http://www.covemerced.org/
mailto:cove.merced@gmail.com
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PROPERTY REPORT 
June 8, 2021 

 
 
  The sprinklers are going to be a challenge. 
The Property Committee has had 
discussions and are getting to work on 
removing and replacing sprinklers and pipes 
as necessary.  
 
  The goal of replacing all the fluorescent 
lights with LED tubes seemed daunting. The 
first LED tubes made in 2014 were single-
sided and needed the fixture to be fully 
rewired, the shunted connectors would have 
to be replaced with nonshunted connectors, 
and the ballast removed.  WOW!  But thanks 
to technology, we now can purchase double-
sided LED tubes. The lights can easily be 
removed and replaced without changing 
anything else. Although it is still 
recommended to remove the old ballast. 
 
  All in all, things seem to be running 
smoothly, thanks to Marc Medefind’s 
dedication to his role as Property Manager. I 
can only hope to continue doing as good of a 
job.  

 
David Cherf 
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Shepherd of the Valley Website 
www.thesovlutheran.net 

 

The website is active and being 
monitored by Carolyn Daberkow, 
Administrative Assistant. Take a little time 
to review the website. Any 
suggestions/articles and/or photos may 
be shared with Pat Shaw and Jeane 
Hetland to be reviewed for placement. 

You will find the links to the Zoom 
gatherings by clicking on ABOUT US, 
click on WORSHIP SERVICE 
OUTLINES and click on the long link. 
You will need the Zoom app 
downloaded to your phone, tablet, or 
computer first. 

Thanks go to Carolyn Daberkow, 
along with Jeane Hetland for the 
continuing updates. 

 

 

 

SOV WORSHIP SERVICES ARE ON FACEBOOK 
 

Our worship services can be seen any day, at 
any time, on Facebook. Just type in the 
search box "Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Merced" and you will see the church listed. 
Click on our church and our Facebook page 
appears, with all the services. 

 
We encourage you to send the service to 
your family and friends by clicking on the 
"Share" icon below the picture, and then 
use "Share to you friends" or "Send in 
Messenger" service. 

 

 

http://www.thesovlutheran.net/
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Term ends May 2022 

Pat Shaw 
Marit Medefind 
Sally Sales 
Desi Hamamoto 
Steve Hand (one year term) 

Term ends May 2023 
David Cherf 
Betty Madsen 

Amy Sofranek 

 

Monte Hamamoto - Treasurer & Bookkeeper 
Christine Boyenga – Financial Secretary 
Audit Committee 2021: Carolyn Stephens, Bryan Hoffman & Mary Jo Knudsen 

 
2021-2022 Council Officers 

President: Pat Shaw Vice-President: Desi Hamamoto 
Secretary: Amy Sofranek 
Next Meeting Date: August 10, 2021, 6:00 PM   (No regular meeting in July.) 

 

 

 

JUNE SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 

 
 
 

Shepherd of the Valley Treasurer’s Report 

May 2021 

Balance Sheet: 5/31/2021 
Money Market account:                                         $112,698.76 
Total Checking:                                                    $145,501.96 
Total Assets:                                                         $258,200.72 
 
Actual                          May 2021                   Year to 5/31/2021 
Income                        $10,971.77                          $55,977.17 

 
 
Additional Information: 
Year to 5/30/2021 
Account Interest YTD $     27.62 
Income from use of Church Facilities. YTD $3,750.00  
Amazon Smile $     36.55
           
Submitted by Monte Hamamoto, Treasurer

Expenditures               $ 6,776.11                         $36,954.44 
 

 

 Sunday 
July 4 

Sunday July 
11 

Sunday 
July 18 

Sunday 
July 25 

 

Screeners 

 
Barb Ward 

 

Chris Boyenga 

 

Chris Boyenga 
 

Mary Jo Knudsen 

 
Ushers 

Dave Bettis 
Dave Sofranek 

 Dave Bettis 
Ron Basso 

Karen & Al Arnold David Cherf 
Dylan Cherf 

  

Barb Ward 

  

Pat & Tim Shaw 

 
Reader/Assisting 
Ministers 

  
Nan Dailey 

 
Marc Medefind 
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1  Spiritual Reflection by  

Nan Mengebier Dailey 

 
 

The next few months here in Merced and for most of 

the San Joaquin Valley tend to vary in temperature 

from “It’s going to be pretty hot out today” to “Wow! It’s 

a real scorcher out there” to “OK, you really CAN fry 

an egg on the pavement today”. And, if we don’t 

artificially provide water to our environment, along with 

the heat comes the entire range of the color beige. 

There’s tan and ecru and taupe and buff – more 

variations than you can even find on the sample chips 

in the paint department at the box stores. 

I think that’s why my eye fixed so firmly on the green 

plant growing up from the bottom of an empty irrigation 

ditch; the one by the corner of East North Bear Creek 

and G Street to be exact. The bottom of the ditch 

looked pretty icky with its collection of torn plastic bags, 

discarded socks, and tossed out Styrofoam food 

containers. And I didn’t recognize plant. I’m guessing 

it was probably “just a weed “and a pretty spindly one 

at that with a few ragged seed pods beginning to form. 

But its color was vivid and I had to admire what I saw 

as its tenacity, perhaps one might even call it 

stubbornness, growing there amid the garbage. It 

evidently had tapped into some unseen source of 

water that made it not just live, but actually grow and 

hopefully set seeds. 

That’s me and perhaps some of you these days. When 

I read of multiple killings, take note of the number of 

children separated from their families by war or some 

other form of violence, listen to world leaders 

threatening reprisals against other nations for some 

so-called “offence” it’s kind of like I’m living in that 

irrigation ditch. Sometimes, I just want to fold myself 

up and lie down in the bottom. 

But, even in the dried out, cracked mud, God’s living 

water is present. If I set my roots down firmly, search 

deep in my heart and soul, and open fully to my Lord 

and Savior, perhaps I will feel that life giving force rise  

up in me like a fountain, cleansing, nourishing and 

strengthening.   

I hope that plant does set seed. I hope that even if it 

dries up and dies this year amid the heat, that next 

year I’ll be able to watch it sprout back up. I’m actually 

glad I don’t know its name, because I’ve decided to call 

it “The Resurrection Plant”. Perhaps you have your 

own resurrection plant, or something else that gives 

you a spark of life when you’re feeling totally beige (or 

ecru or tan etc.). If not, you might consider taking a 

look in that irrigation ditch on the corner of Bear Creek 

and G.  

Joseph Bible Study 
 

One of the greatest heroes of the Old 
Testament, Joseph, will be the central 
figure in a six-week Bible study at 
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
which began June 6 and runs through 
July 11, 2021. 

 

Pastor Jack will be the facilitator, and will 
encourage discussions of the teenage 
Joseph, called "The Dreamer," being sold 
into slavery by his brothers, tempted by his 
master Potiphar's wife, sentenced unjustly to 
life in prison, then rising to second in power 
in the court of the Egyptian Empire as he 
interprets Pharoah's dreams. 

 

This will be a 45-minute discussion in the 
Hall immediately after worship. Free study 
guides will be provided on the remarkable 
tale found in Genesis 37-45. This will be 
from select portions of the chapters. We will 
not be studying all the many verses. 
Please join us even if you have not yet 
attended the bible study.  Each week 
covers a different aspect of Joseph's life.  
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Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 

    1 2 3 
 

 

  
 

   

SOV Weekly 
News 

sent via email 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 
Worship: 10:00 AM 
Sanctuary & Zoom 

Bible Study: 11:05 AM 
 in-person 

Lineberger Hall 

  
 

   

SOV Weekly 
News 

sent via email 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 

Worship: 10:00 AM 
Sanctuary & Zoom 

Bible Study: 11:05 AM 
 in-person 

Lineberger Hall 

  
 
 

   

SOV Weekly 
News 

sent via email 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 
 

Worship: 10:00 AM 
Sanctuary & Zoom 

 

  

 

   

SOV Weekly 
News 

sent via email 
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Worship: 10:00 AM 
Sanctuary & Zoom 

 

     

SOV Weekly 
News 

sent via email 
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